
The church & Christmas 
By Mike Demory 

H 
ERE we are again, the holiday season dressed up in mistletoe & holly, houses 
decorated with lights twinkling, family and friends exchanging presents, jack 
frost nipping and chestnuts roasting. This is perhaps my favorite (definitely my 
wife’s) time of the year, trimming the tree and making sure there is enough tinsel 
to keep her happy. But added to this season are the men invented nativity scenes, 
the idea that “Jesus is the reason for the season,” religious hymns concerning the 

birth of Christ, which contain instruments of music, and special Christmas worship services 
(Mass), etc. 
 While it is thrilling indeed to read of the history behind the birth of our Lord and Savior; 
and to meditate upon the great sacrifice that God gave in leaving heaven to dwell among us in 
the flesh, we must be very careful – and I stress very careful – not to make it into something that 
God never intended it to be. 
 Multitudes of people are shocked to learn that there is not one place in the Scriptures 
that teaches a special observance of Christ’s birth. The Bible is void of telling us the exact day 
that Jesus was born in Bethlehem. Setting aside December 25th as the birthday of Christ the Sav-
ior was the invention of men, not God. According to secular history, it seems that the celebration 
of Christmas did not occur until around 534 when a Roman Pope established a “Mass of Christ” 
and what is referred to today as the ‘Advent’ season. It was not until the early 1800’s that Ameri-
cans added such things as decorating trees, sending of cards, giving of gifts and St. Nick to the 
season. 
 One popular song during this season “The Twelve Days of Christmas” has to do with the 
Roman Catholic religious season of “Epiphany.” Christmas they say is both the beginning and 
the end of the (Catholic) Church year. Epiphany is the final day of the Christmas season, which 
are counted from December 25th to January 5th (12 days of Christmas). Epiphany being the day 
following the Twelfth Day (Jan. 6th). The day of Epiphany then kicks off the count down to 
Mardi Gras, Ash Wednesday, Lent and Easter Sunday. All of this having to do with the Roman 
Catholic religious calendar. But none of it referred to or even commanded by God. 
 As for the spirit of love and good will to all men that is associated with this time of the 
year – these should be maintained 24/7/365, not just once in the year. So if Christmas is the in-
vention of men, and God nowhere commanded it’s observance, what is the Christian to do? The 
answer, as it is in every case, is to be balanced in everything we do. As it is with the organization 
of the church, our worship of God and godly living, so too with special days. We must seek the 
authority of God in everything we teach or do (Col. 3:17; 1 Cor. 4:6; 2 Jn. 9-11). We understand 
that the Bible does not authorize any other day than Sunday to observe the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 
11:24-29; Acts 20:7). So where is the authority to say that Jesus was born on December 25th, and 
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(Hebrews 2:2). Joy then is involving trust in God, belief in His 
promises and a steadfast resolve to know God more deeply. It 
involves seeing the “big picture” through eyes of faith. What 
are some reasons that should cause us to “rejoice in the Lord 
always?” (Philippians 4:4). 

[1] The joy of drawing nearer to the presence of God (Ps. 
16:11) 

[2] The joy of a sinner’s conversion to Christ (Lk. 15:10). 

[3] The joy of the Lord’s resurrection from the dead (Matt. 
28:8-9). 

[4] The joy of forgiveness of sins (Ps. 51:8,22). 

[5] The joy of delving deep into God’s word (Jer. 15:15; Ps. 
119:14-16). 

[6] The joy of fellowship with God and His saints (Phil. 1:25; 
2 Jn. 4) 

[7] The joy of spiritual discovery (Matt. 13:14). 

[8] The joy of suffering for the cause of Christ (1 Pet. 4:12-16; 
Matt. 5:11-12) 

[9] The joy of knowing our names are written in heaven, if we 
live according to His will (Lk. 10:17,20) 

[10] The joy of giving our love, time, strength and money to 
the Lord (2 Cor. 8:2-5). 

 Joy is an essential ingredient to true faith (1 Pet. 1:8). 
And the things written in the word of God are there so we 
might know full and complete joy (1 Jn. 4). Don’t let the devil 
rob you of your joy. 

and acceptable, and perfect will of God” (Romans 12:2). The 
wise man said, “Righteousness exaleth a nation: but sin is a 
reproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34). 

It’s All About Joy 
By Mike Vestal 

 

 

T 
HE word of God is NOT a book of gloom, 
doom and despair. It is a book of joy that tells 
us what God has done to make salvation pos-
sible for all men. Joy is so associated with 
God and His word that it is a contradiction in 
terms to speak of a joyless Christian. But 

there are many things Satan does to try to rob us of our joy in 
Christ. And we really need to keep in mind the many reasons 
we have to rejoice to keep the devil from getting an advantage 
over us (2 Corinthians 2:11). 

 Joy has reference to the gladness of heart that is based 
upon our trusting God and having a right relationship with Him. 
At the birth of Christ, an angel said to some shepherds, “I bring 
to you good tidings of great joy which will be to all peo-
ple” (Luke 2:10). The fruit of the Spirit is joy (Galatians 5:22), 
and Jesus, for the joy set before Him, endured the cross 
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to observe that day? The answer is that there is no such passage or 
command. 
 By all indications from what the Bible says about the 
birth of Jesus, it was during the time that Caesar took a census of 
the people, making our Savior likely born between August and 
September, not December. But even then we cannot accurately tie 
down an exact date. We must be very careful that we do not be-
come as the Jews of the first century who could not leave behind 
the rituals and practices of the Old Covenant. Paul wrote to the 
Galatians for this very reason, saying, “Howbeit then, when ye 
knew not God, ye did service unto them which by nature are no 
gods. But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known 
of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, 
whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? Ye observe days, and 
months, and times, and years. I am afraid of you, lest I have be-
stowed upon you labor in vain" (Gal. 4:8-11). These brethren were 
mixing together their old habits with the gospel, and Paul feared 
for their very souls, begging them not to mix truth with error. 
 With the majority of those claiming to be Christian, ob-
serving this season in a religious fashion, the true Christian has to 
face ridicule for not joining the crowd. There is much pressure 
from outsiders who understand not the reason for the season, 
which is something not new to the Lord’s church. Paul exhorted 
the brethren of his day not to allow outside pressure to direct their 
lives. He said, “Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in 
drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the 
Sabbath days: which are a shadow of things to come; but the body 
is of Christ. Let no man rob you of your reward in a voluntary 
humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which 
he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, and not 
holding fast the Head, from whom all the body by joints and bands 
having nourishment ministered, an knit together, increaseth with 
the increase of God” (Col. 2:16-19). We should never allow our-
selves to feel pressured to join with the fleshly-minded individual, 
but instead take the opportunity to teach the truth. Ask them for a 
Scripture that says Jesus was born December 25th – or a command 
from God that we are to observe such a day. This hopefully will 
disarm the opposer and possibly cause them to think. 
 This time of year however, is not only celebrated in a 

religious way, but in a secular way as well. Like every other 
holiday of the year that we celebrate in a secular way, be it July 
4th, Labor Day, Memorial Day or New Year’s Day, so too, 
Christmas can be observed in this fashion by members of the 
church. There is nothing morally wrong or sinful in observing 
special days as long as we do not attach any religious signifi-
cance to them, where God has not. Sending cards with no refer-
ence to Christ’s birth, singing songs with no religious overtones, 
exchanging gifts, decorating a tree, or the house without a nativ-
ity scene; these are ways that the Christian can properly observe 
the national holiday called “Christmas.” 
 As people of the Book, we must learn to be silent where 
the Bible is silent, and speak only where it speaks. If God in-
tended for us to celebrate the birth of His Only Begotten Son, He 
would have told us so, and given a specific date. It should seem 
strange that where God did command weekly observance of His 
Son’s death, most religious people refuse doing so (Acts 20:7; 1 
Cor. 11:24-29). While it may be true that at least one time in the 
year people are thinking about our Lord and Savior, we must 
respect the authority of God’s Word, which will judge every one 
of us in the end (Jn.12:48). 
  

Isaiah Speaks to America 
By Bill Brandstatter  

 
 

 

I 
SAIAH is often referred to as the “Messianic Prophet.” Of 
all the Old Testament prophets, Isaiah writes more about 
Christ than any other. He also wrote a commentary on the 
times and on ours today as well. Solomon asked before 
Isaiah: “Is there anything whereof it may be said, See, this 
is new? It hath been already of old time, which was before 

us?” (Ecclesiastes 1:10). Basically Solomon states that History 
repeats itself. We need to learn form what Isaiah wrote to Judah. 

Isaiah’s message for Judah is also one for America. 
 In chapter five, several woes are pronounced on Judah 

that need to be examined. There are woes directly related to the 
sins if Judah and to prosperity. The fate of wicked men then and 
now can be clearly seen. 

 The first woe is to greedy land barons. “Woe unto them 
that join house to house, that lay field to field…” (Isaiah 5:8). 
There are many today like this. Their whole being is consumed 
with the love for more and more money (I Timothy 6:10), no mat-
ter how they get it. They buy more property to bring in more 
money. One of the sins that many in America are guilty of is ma-
terialism. Jesus said, “take heed, and beware of covetousness: for 
a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which 
he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). 

 The second woe is on alcoholic drinking (Isaiah 5:11). 
America has become a society of drinking and partying at any 
cost. The parking lots at taverns are often lined with cars. The 
number of teenaged alcoholics continues to climb at an alarming 
rate. Verse 13 says, “…they regard not the work of the Lord, nei-
ther consider the operation of their hands.” Solomon wrote, 
“Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is de-
ceived by is not wise” (Proverbs 20:1). Needless to say, America 
is full of the unwise. Hosea adds, “Whoredom and wine and new 
wine take away the heart” (Hosea 4:11). 

 The third woe depicts men pulling iniquity with cords of 
falsehood (Isaiah 5:18). The men Isaiah mentions are so entan-
gled in sin and iniquity that they become slaves to it. Paul wrote, 
“To whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servant ye are 
to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness.” (Romans 6:16). Is America headed in the same 
direction? In some areas---we are already there. 

 The fourth woe is upon those that “call evil good and 
good evil” (Isaiah 5:20). This woe is pronounced against moral 
corruption. If one doubts the moral corruption that America is 
undergoing, all that needs to be done is watch about 2 hours of 
prime time TV to see what is being put into the homes of Ameri-
cans. Many today as in Isaiah’s time want nothing to do with the 
Bible and obeying God. In the time of Hosea, people were de-
stroyed for lack of knowledge, “My people are destroyed for lack 

of knowledge: because thou has rejected knowledge, I will also 
reject thee…”  (Hosea 4:6). They had forgotten the law of God. 
The same as today---America has forgotten the law of God. 

 The fifth woe is upon those who are wise in their own 
eyes and prudent in their own sight (Isaiah 5:21). People like 
this are a dime a dozen! Anytime man tries to rely on himself 
entirely, failure will result. “There is a way that seemeth right 
unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of 
death” (Proverbs 14:12). The humanist of today certainly fits 
into this category. He believes that man has out grown the idea 
of God. His goal, according to the humanist, is the development 
of his own personality, which according to his philosophy, 
ceases to exist after death. The humanist believes that man is a 
result of a continuous natural process. Those who hold this be-
lief will answer someday for it (II Corinthians 5:10 and Romans 
14:12). Jesus stated, “he that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my 
words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, 
the same shall judge him in the last day” (John 12:48). Those 
who are wise in their own eyes will be judged by the Word of 
God. 

 Let us learn from the lessons of Isaiah. In so doing 
Christians should strive to lie a faithful, godly life by being 
“not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 
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